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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OP  HEMSWORTH. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 
OP  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

Which  includes  the 
ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE 

YEAR  END INC  31 3T  DECEMBER,  1944* 

Public  Health  Department, 
White  Hall, 

He  tnsw  or  t h . 


Mrs.  Dooley  and  Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  your 
district  for  the  year  1944. 

This  report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  Circular  49/45  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  which  states  that  owing  to  disorganisation  caused 
by  the  war  only  interim  reports  are  required  containing  essential 
matters,  and  is  compiled  from  figures  left  by  ray  predecessor  in  office 
The  comments  are,  however,  my  own. 

SECTION  A. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area . 

The  area  of  the  Hemsworth  Urban  District  Council  consists,  as 
formerly,  of  4,163  acres,  comprising  the  communities  of  Hemsworth, 
Kinsley  and  Fitzwilliam. 


The  Rateable  Value  is  £52,122  and  the  sum  represented  by  a penny 
rate  equals  £200  3s.  6d. 

The  chief  industry  in  the  area  is  Coal  Mining  and  its  allied 
trades,  the  remaining  portion  of  the  district  being  devoted  to  agricul 

ture. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics . 


Live  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Still  Births  (all  legitimate) 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age... 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  and  post-abortive 

sepsis 

Other  maternal  causes 


Deaths  from 

tt  ii 

ii  ti 


ii 


Cancer  (all  ages) 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages).. 

Measles 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years).. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

1 58 

152 

310 

148 

141 

289 

10 

11 

21 

4 

2 

6 

6 

7 

15 

5 

7 

12 

1 

- 

1 

z 

9 

8 

17 

- 

1 

1 
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There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  vear 
to  receive  or  require  comment . 


The  total  number  of  deaths  during  the  .year  from  all 
126  and  the  causes  of  death  were  as  follows 


causes 


was 


Whooping  cough 

Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Influenza 

Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 

Cancer  (all  sites) 

Diabetes 

Cerebral  Ilaemorrage  and  Thrombosis 

Heart  Disease 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia *’] 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

Appendicitis 

Other  digestive  diseases 

Nephritis 

Premature  birth . ’ . [ 

Congenital  and  other  infantile  diseases 

Suicide 

Road  Traffic  accidents 

Other  violent  causes 

All  other  causes 


Males 


1 

2 

1 

1 

9 

1 

8 

9 

5 


2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

3 

12 


Females 

1 


8 

3 

10 

9 

4 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 

3 

1 

2 


14 


Total 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

17 

4 

18 
13 

9 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 

6 

3 

4 

2 

3 

26 


us  and  changes  to  those  services  provided  in  the  area  owincr 

to  the  War.  ' u 


1.  Laboratory  facilities  remain  the  same,  but  with  the  addition 
that  blood  wnich  may  be  required  for  transfusion  purposes  in  cases  of 

aix  r cxids  is  forwarded  co  ohe  laboratory  at  County  Hall  to  be  examined 

and  grouped. 


2.  Ambulance  fac 
supplied  by  the  lo 
with  taxis  where  e 
truck  chassis  with 
purchased,  is  not 
circumstances  impr 
thereof  be  discuss 
diseases  ambulance 
and  W ombwe 11  Joint 
the  local  colliery 


ilities  are  adequate  and  consist  of  a public  ambulance 
cal  authority  and  an  arrangement  to  supplement  this 
xpedient.  The  ambulance  being  a standard  wartime 
suitable  body,  being  the  only  type  available  when 
altogether  satisfactory.  I suggest  that  when 


this 


vehicle  or  the  chassis 


ove,  the  replacement  of 

ed.  In  addition  to  the  above  facilities  an  infectious 
is  provided  for  all  infectious  cases  by  the  Hemsworth 
Hospital  Committee,  and  an  ambulance  is  provided  by 
companies  for  their  own  accident  cases. 


3.  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Scaoius  This  centre  continues  to  do  good  work  and  is  undoubtedly 
responsible  for  the  fact  that  scabies  is  not  now  epidemic  in 
the  district,  as  it  was  in  1942.  With  the  anticipated  closing 
down  of  cne  First  Aid  Post  in  Grove  Lane,  where  the  centre  is 
now  situated,  new  premises  have  had  to  be  found.  This  has  been 
done  and  further  steps  will  be  taken  and  the  Council  informed  as 
and  when  they  arise. 


Cases  treated  during  the  year 


Male 

40 


Female 

58 


Children 

under  16 

223 


Number  of  treatments  - 691 


Ante-natal  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  maintained  in 
Hemsworth  and  Fitzwilliam  by  the  W.R.G.  G.  I am  the  Medical 
Officer  to  the  Fitzwilliam  Clinics  and  Dr.  Smith,  a W.R.C.C. 
Medical  Officer,  is  in  charge  at  Hemsworth.  The  Medical 
Ofiicers  are  very  ably  assisted  at  these  clinics  by  the  Health 
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Visitors  who  ore  also  County  Council  officers  and  contribute 
largely  to  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  district  by  their  work 
and  co-operation  with  the  doctors. 

I would  like  also  to  mention  and  express  my  gratitude  to 
the  voluntary  workers  who  so  kindly  give  of  their  time  and 
contribute  so  largely  to  the  smooth  running  efficiency  of  the 
clinics . 

The  attendances  at  these  clinics  were  as  follows 

Hems worth 

98  Expectant  Mothers  made  388  attendances  at  47  sessions. 

343  Children  under  3 made  2221  attendances  at  47  sessions. 

Fit zwilliam 

140  Expectant  Mothers  made  602  attendances  at  26  sessions. 

316  Children  under  5 made  2665  attendances  at  49  sessions. 

These  figures  speak  for  themselves  and  together  with  the  fact 
that  there  were  no  deaths  from  maternal  causes  during  the  year 
demonstrate  the  high  standard  of  care  which  is  being  taken  of  the 
expectant  mothers  and  their  children  by  the  Nursing  and  Medical 
services  in  the  area.  The  infant  mortality  campares  favourably 
with  the  last  figures  I have  available  for  the  country  average. 

4.  Hospitals  - Public  and  Voluntary  - None  in  district. 

Infectious  Diseases. 


The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  notified  and 
dealt  with  during  1944  was  91  as  against  1 63  for  the  previous  year. 
They  were  divided  as  follows 


Scarlet  Fever 42 

Diphtheria 49 


Of  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  only  16  cases  had 
been  immunised. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria ._ 

From  the  record  submitted  by  the  Health  Visitors  it  is  found 
that  the  following  number  of  children  have  been  immunised  against 
Diphtheria  during  the  year. 

1943  1944 

Under  5 years 211  114 

5 to  15  years 653  29 

Venereal  Disease. 

In  connection  with  the  campaign  against  venereal  Disease,,  posters 
have  been  displayed  in  Public  Lavatories  and  other  suitable  sites, 
warning  persons  against  the  risk  of  infection,  and  also  giving  the 
address  of  centres  where  treatment  is  available  if  the  disease  is 
contracted. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  in  the  Area . 

These  are  fully  discussed  in  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
which  I endorse  and  recommend  for  your  consideration. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


This  is  dealt  with  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 


. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year. 


Whooping  Cough 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria. 

Pneumonia. . . . 

Erysipelas. 

Measles  (Jan.  and  Feb. ) 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Tuberculosis. 


Age  Periods. 


Under  1 year. 
1 year  of  age 
1 - 5yeans 

5-15  " 

15-25  " 

25  - 35  " 

35  - 45 

45  - 55  " 

55  - 65  n 

65  and  over. . 


Of  a£3 

ii  •• 

tt  If 

it  ti 

tt  tt 

it  tt 

tt  It 


4 


Notified  Admit  ted  Deaths 
to  Hos- 

pital 

5 - - 

42  42 

49  49 

37-2 

6 

1 


Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


2 3 - 1 

- 4 - 1 

- 1 1 - 

2 - - - 

**“  “*  *1  ""  *" 


The  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  the  31st  December,  1944? 
were  as  follows 


Pulmonary  Mon-Pulmonary . 

' M-  F.  M.  F. 

T23  T02  “2?  26 

The  number  on  the  Register  at  the  31st  December,  1943  :- 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmoriary 
11.  F.  M.  ~~  F . 

123  93  ~2^  25* 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  thank  the  Officials  of  the  Council, 
who,  in  addition  to  their  many  other  duties,  have  been  so  helpful  and 
courteous  to  me  in  the  compiling  of  this  report,  and  in  assisting  me 
to  take  over  the  reins  of  office. 

I am, 

Mrs.  Dooley  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  S.  LAURIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Health  Department, 
White  Hall, 

Hemswor  th . 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Dooley  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1944?  which  report  is  presented  in  accordance  with 
Circular  49/45  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Infectious  Disease. 


The 
in  1 943 • 
removed, 
patients 


number  of  zymotic  diseases  dealt  with  was  99  as  against  163 
The  number  of  rooms  disinfected  after  these  cases  were 
and  also  fter  the  removal  to  sanatoria  or  death  of  T.  B. 
was  119* 


Ho us ing . 

The  housing  situation  has  not  improved  during  the  present  year. 
No  new  houses  have  been  built  and  none  of  the  houses  reported  under 
the  clearance  scheme  have  been  dealt  with.  There  is  still  a very 
serious  shortage  of  houses  in  your  area,  and  this  shortage  becomes 
more  acute  each  year.  Plans  and  arrangements  have  been  commenced 
for  the  erection  of  a number  of  Portal  houses  and  while  these  will 
give  a certain  amount  of  relief  when  erected  it  will  by  no  means 
solve  the  difficulty.  It  is  hoped  that  these  houses  will  be  erected 
during  1945* 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area.  I 


The  water  supply  during  the  year  has  been  satisfactory  both  w ith 
regard  to  supply  and  quality,  except  at  the  Pitzwilliam  part  of  your 
area  where  the  supply  has  not  been  adequate  during  Sunday  mornings  on 
several  occasions.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  remedy  this.  The 
Hemsworth  Joint  Water  Committee  is  responsible  for  this  matter  and 
samples  of  'water  are  taken  by  the  staff  both  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination.  The  result  of  these  samples  has  been 
entirely  satisfactory. 


Closet  Ac c ommoda t i on . 


There  is  no  change  in  the  closet  accommodation  in  your  area 
and  as  was  pointed  out  in  the  last  year’s  report,  so  far  as  privy 
middens  are  concerned  they  are  mainly  in  connection  with  houses  which 
are  under  consideration  for  condemnation  and  demolition,  or  are  in 
such  a position  as  to  make  it  almost  impossible  to  convert  into  W.C.s, 
chiefly  because  there  is  no  access  to  an  existing  sewer.  The  situation 
is  as  follows 

Privies 

Pail  and  tub  closets 

Waste  7/a  ter  closets. 

Water  closets 

Public  Cleansin'?. 

Arrangements  in  connection  with  public  cleansing  ar^s  as  formerly. 
The  dry  ashes  being  removed  each  week  from  each  house  an&  conveyed 
to  the  Council's  rubbish  tip  which  is  under  the  system  of  controlled 
tipping. 

The  few  privies  remaining  are  emptied  at  frequent  intervals  and 
this  matter  is  also  disposed  of  at  your  tip. 


50 

6 

6 

3033 
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During  the  year  great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in 
replacing  worn  out  dustbins*  both  in  connection  with  private  property 
and  also  in  connection  with  the  Council’s  Housing  Estates.  After 
some  considerable  correspondence  I was  able,  during  the  year,  to 
obtain  100  dustbins  which  have  been  sold  to  private  owners  to  replace 
worn-out  ones  as  they  become  necessary. 

The  total  number  of  loads  of  dry  ahses  removed  during  the  year 
was  2919?  and  the  total  cost  of  this  service  was  £2,579* 

Cesspools . 

The  cesspools  in  your  area  are  emptied  at  frequent  intervals 
by  the  Council's  cesspool  emptier  and  the  contents  are  deposited 
in  the  Council's  sewer  at  the  nearest  point  available  to  the  Ilemsworth 
Sewage  Works. 


Salvage. 

Collection  of  salvage  of  various  kinds  has  been  carried  out 
throughout  the  year,  but  I regret  to  state  that  with  regard  to  kitchen 
waste  the  amount  collected  has  been  very  low.  This  can  be  explained 
for  various  reasons.  In  the  first  place  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  has  granted  licences  to  private  collectors  who  keep  more 
than  four  pigs,  and  as  a consequence  a large  amount  of  kitchen  waste 
has  been  collected  by  them.  In  addition,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  persons  who  keep  less  than  four  pigs  need  not  have  a licence 
in  order  to  collect,  and  the  consequence  is  that  collectors  call  at 
private  houses  and  collect the  waste  which  would  have  been  placed  in 
the  c om muna 1 bins. 

I must  again  also  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  communal 
bins  have  suffered  from  interference  in  that  on  several  occasions 
v;aste  deposited  in  these  bins  has  been  abstracted,  and  no  efforts 
which  have  been  made  have  proved  successful  to  counteract  this. 

The  return  for  the  amount  of  salvage  collected  from  April  1944 
to  31st  March,  1945?  is  as  follows  :~ 


SALVAGE 


Year  Ending  31st  I 

iiarch  9 

191+5. 

Tons 

Cw  t s 

Qrs 

Lbs 

£ 

s 

d 

Bones . . . 

9 

11 

19 

2 

1 

12 

4 

8 

8 

Paper. 

39 

3 

255 

8 

Rags 

17 

14 

1 

2 

20 

17 

16 

5 

3 

Kitchen  Waste 

1 

8 

Clean  Paper 

6 

3 

18 

3 

11 

6 

Bagging  and  String., 

3 

22 

10 

5 

Scrap  Rubber 

3 

~ 

— 

5 

7 

6 

Jars  and  Bottles..., 

7 

£314 1 l 


Common  Lodging  Houses . 

There  is  still  only  one  common  lodging  house  in  your  area.  This 
has  been  visited  28  times  during  the  year  and  has  always  been  found 
in  a very  satisfactory  condition. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Inspection  of  these  premises  are  also  made  at  frequent  intervals 
and  at  no  time  has  there  been  any  occasion  for  a report  to  be  made  to 
the  Council.  Any  suggestions  made  by  me  to  the  occupiers  of  these 

premises  are  usually  carried  out  with  little  delay. 
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Rat  Infestation. 


Acting  upon  the  instructions  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Rood 
the  7/hole  of  the  sewers  in  your  area  have  been  pre-bated  and  then 
bated  with  poison  twice  during  the  year,  i.e.  May  and  October. 

130  Manholes  have  been  dealt  with  in  this  area  on  each  occasion, 
and  in  the  older  part  of  your  area  it  has  been  found  that  this 
treatment  has  been  very  successful  in  eliminating  all  these  pests. 

Housing. 

During  the  year  173  houses  have  been  inspected  under  the  Housing 
Act,  193o?  and  of  these  64  were  found  to  be  in  need  of  further 
attention.  These  houses  are  first  dealt  with  by  the  service  of  a 
preliminary  notice  which  is  usually  found  to  be  sufficient  to  get 
the  work  necessary  carried  out.  During  this  year,  however,  it  has 
been  found  necessary  to  serve  Statutory  Notice  in  six  cases  before 
the  work  specified  was  put  in  hand.  Again  I must  point  out  the 
increasing  difficulty  which  is  being  met  with  in  order  to  get  repairs 
carried  out.  This  is  largely  due  to  the  very  great  shortage  of 
skilled  building  labour  and  to  perhaps  a lesser  degree  the  difficulty 
experienced  in  obtaining  necessary  building  materials. 

During  the  year  one  thing  in  this  connection  has  been  very 
prominent,  that  is  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  furnace  pans.  I 
have  taken  this  question  up  with  the  Ministry  of  Supply  and  have  had 
number ous  communications  from  them,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  I 
have  not  .yet  received  any  of  the  furnace  pans  promised,  and  as  a 
consequence,  any  orders  given  for  this  class  of  work  could  not  be 
carried  out. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Rood  Supplies. 

Slaughterhouses . 


The  only  slaughterhouse  which  is  in  use  in  your  area  is  still 
under  the  direction  of  the  Ministry  of  Rood,  and  the  meat  is  still 
distributed  in  your  area  and  also  in  the  area  of  the  Hemsworth 
Rural  and  Roys ton  Urban.  The  work  of  supervision  is  still  carried 
out  by  myself  and  one  of  the  Rural  District  Council's  Sanitary 
yectors  eacn  one  caning  an  alternative-  week . 

The  following  number  of  animals  were  slaughtered  during  the 
year  in  this  slaughterhouse 

Cattle 2133 

Sheep 638I 

Calves 8 

Piss 50 

The  30  pigs  included  a number  which  belonged  to  private  pig 
keepers,  and,  in  ray  opinion,  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  the 
Ministry  of  Rood  authorised  all  private  pig  keepers  who  desire  to 
kill  pigs  for  their  own  use  and  to  insist  that  they  should  be 
killed  at  the  Ministry  of  Rood  slaughterhouse.  My  reasons  for 
this  opinion  are  that  they  would  be  killed  under  far  better 
conditions  and  the  inspection  of  these  pigs  would  take  up  very 
much  less  time.  The  pigs  which  have  been  killed  on  private  pig 
keepers  own  premises  have  been  inspected  by  me  when  notification  of 
slaughter  has  been  received. 


n 
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The  following  number  of  beasts  etc.  which  were  condemned 
during  my  inspection  was  as  follows 


Cattle 6J  ( 1 fore  half  of  calf) 

Pigs 4 

Sheep 10  and  1 part. 


In  addition  the  follo7/ing  meat  etc.  has  been  condemned. 

1 96lbs  Offal  (approx.) 

188  Beasts’  livers. 

41  Beasts’  heads. 

17  Beasts’  tongues. 

1 Beast’s  heart. 

13  Sheep  plucks. 

28  Beasts'  udders. 

1331bs  Imported  meat. 

171bs  Sausage. 

2 55 2 lbs  fish. 

168  tins  of  food  of  various  kinds. 

180  Eggs. 

251bs  Sultanas. 

24lb s Sugar. 

41b s Cheese. 

All  meat  condemned  and  other  food-stuffs  which  may  be  used  for 
salvage  purposes  is  taken  away  by  the  salvage  department  under  the 
control  of  the  Ministry  of  Pood  and  is  disposed  of  under  their 
jurisdiction. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  by  me  to  the  slaughterhouse  during 
the  year  was  246. 

Farms  and  producers  of  Milk, 

During  the  year  20  visits  have  been  paid  to  farms  where  milk 
is  produced.  The  inspection  of  cattle  is  under  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  their  vetinerary  surgeons  have  this  matter  in  hand. 

As  no  communication  is  made  to  me  I cannot  give  any  further 
information  on  this  matter. 

Sampling  of  Milk  for  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

During  the  year  an  approach  was  made  to  the  local  authorities 
'Jith  a view  to  milk  being  taken  for  sampling  purposes  from  the 
producers  in  your  area,  and  a commencement  was  made  in  April. 

Samples  are  taken  from  each  producer  in  the  area  who  does  not  forward 
his  milk  to  a collecting  station.  These  samples  are  taken  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  keeping  quality  only,  and  since  that 
date  to  the  end  of  the  year  373  samples  of  milk  were  taken.  The 
samples  are  taken  on  alternate  weeks  and  the  confidential  report  is 
made  after  the  samples  are  examined. 

Nuisances . 


The  total  number  of  inspections  made  for  the  detection  and 
removal  of  nuisances  was  451?  which  resulted  in  144  nuisances  being 
found.  In  this  case  also  preliminary  notices  are  served,  but  in 
four  cases  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve  Statutory  Notices  before 
the  nuisances  were  abated. 

Again  I must  point  out  that  delay  frequently  occurs  owing  to 
thenfact  that  there  are  not  sufficient  employees  in  the  building 
trade  to  attend  to  these  matters  expeditiously. 


- s 


Litigation. 


During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  proceedings  were  taken 
by  the  N.S.P.C.C.  against  a householder  for  neglect  of  his 
children,  and  I was  called  upon  to  give  evidence  in  this  case. 

Herewith  I append  a list  of  inspections  made  during  the  year. 


To  infectious  disease 110 

" inspection  for  nuisances 451 

" work  in  hand. . 363 

" slaughterhouse. 246 

" housing  inspections 175 

" salvage  and  scavenging 245 

" common  lodging  houses... 28 

11  private  pig  killing 31 

" refuse  tip..' 7- 

" offensive  trades 12 

" farms 20 

” miscellaneous 367 


In  conclusion  may  I express  to  the  members  of  the  Council  and 
my  fellow  officials  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  .assistance  which  I 
have  received  during  the  year  in  the  carrying  out  of  my  duties. 

I am , 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

3.  POX, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


